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worth fighting for, so that Russia would be not onh
a more reputable, but a more effective, ally. At the Apri
Conference of the I.L.P., MacDonald moved a resolution
of enthusiastic congratulation to the Russians, and saic
that "a sort of spring-tide joy had broken out all ovei
Europe." In a debate in the Commons on May 16, h<
made the events in Russia the text of a fervent appeal foi
a clear statement of British war aims. But already h<
had detected the ominous prospects that Kercnsky anc
his Mensheviks might be submerged in darker forces
Much, he believed, would depend upon the attitude o
the allies, and particularly of Britain, to the presen
Government.

. . . The effect of it all is this: If we cannot establisl
a complete sympathy between ourselves and Russia we ar
facing the grave danger of Russia making a separate ani
an independent peace with Germany. The other danger i
the internal danger. At the present moment there ar
forces in Russia making for internal disruption, and they ar
very strong and very powerful and serious, and if th
Russian people go bade into chaos, particularly armed chao:
Russia is not going to be of much use in establishing
democratic peace at the end of the war. Therefore I hoj
it will be part of our Government's policy to make Russi
understand us, and also to help the Russian Revolution t
maintain itself against its internal foes. . . .

And he went on to plead for participation in the Socialis
Conference at Stockholm, of which we shall hear moi
in a moment.

Next day the Labour Leader announced a Confereni
to be held at Leeds on June 3, one week before tl
projected meeting at Stockholm. The invitation to tl
Leeds Conference was signed by representatives of tl
I.L.P., including MacDonald and Snowden, and of tl
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